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Divas Undefeated

Divas undefeated in Breckenridge Tournament — Divas players, from left, Ellen Galbraith, Martha Miller, Lara Large, Mella Wheatley, Sara Brubeck, Cappie Green and Sande Garton with “Buka” DeLorenzo take a break between games. Missing from the photo are coach Karrisa Keltner, MacKenzie Hanna, Dana Bielianus, Laura Silverstein, Terry Stimac, Gus Turner, Karen DeLorenzo and Kathie McNeill. The Down Valley Divas, the Eagle-based women’s ice hockey team, has started its 2008-09 season just as it had hoped — winning first-place honors in the Breckenridge Oktoberfest Hockey Tournament. Aptly coached by Karrisa Keltner, the Divas were undefeated going into the championship game where they faced their local Vail rivals, the Vail Twin Peaks. After a scoreless first period, Mella Wheatley put the first point on the board in the second period followed by the game-winner by Lara Large early in the third. Both teams skated hard, keeping the pressure on, but the Twin Peaks managed to get the puck past goalie Kathie McNeill just once for a final score of 2-1. The Divas played solid team hockey all weekend, racking up a total of 20 goals with every Diva player contributing a goal or an assist. McNeill was solid in the net, allowing only five goals the entire weekend. A great team effort gave team Diva its first tournament win. The Divas are holding tryouts for a few spots that are opening up on the team on Oct. 4 and 11. If interested, check out the team’s Web site at www.downvalleydivas.com.
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